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Comment

Daqing Yang: George Washington University

It was an incredibly important step to bring two groups together. The
organizers deserve huge credit. Park's critics and supporters, as Prof.
Yoshimi Yoshiaki reminded the audience at the end of his short speech, have
much in common in that both seek justice for victims and are critical of
colonial crimes. This was my biggest take-away. It is a pity to waste energy

in such in-fighting when true "historical revisionists" are gaining ground.

More effort is needed to bridge or narrow the considerable gaps between
the two groups. I hope this dialogue continues, perhaps in a smaller, closed
door format with leading members from all sides. Each side should be self-
critical and can start by admitting their own limitations. Moreover, bringing
foreign scholars like Tessa Morris-Suzuki or Jordan Sand, whom I think are

very fair and balanced, can also foster such constructive dialogue.
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